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The emergence of new technologies of the digital economy era has increased the speed of e-commerce development
globally and has become a factor for competitiveness in this sector. Hence, examining the upstream documents in order
to identify the key factors driving the growth of e-commerce in the leading countries in the digital economy era, would
support to find more effective policy solutions for Iran. In the present study, the theoretical background of the research
was first investigated, and then a systematic review of the sixteen documents in the field of e-commerce from four select-
ed pioneering countries was conducted. After reviewing the documents, the qualitative content analysis of the documents
was done and led to the identification of four fundamental drivers for the development of digital infrastructures and five
drivers for the development of e-commerce. The key drivers for the development of digital infrastructures are: develop-
ment and strengthening of digital data connection, data storage and processing infrastructure, data terminal and device,
digital service infrastructure and applications. The five key drivers identified also include strengthening digital adaptation
by emerging technologies, digital business context, rules and regulations, export, international cooperation and develop-
ment of sustainable e-commerce for social responsibilities and environment protection. Then, based on these findings and
applying the Pazhek and Gefi fuzzy cognitive mind map software, the documents of the selected countries were analyzed
and it was found that the driver of development and strengthening of digital data connection infrastructure shows the most
effectiveness and efficiency. Finally, suggestions for Iran were presented.
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